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There are several scenic drives close to Phoenix that can be explored in a day or less.

One of the best is the historic Apache Trail, a 48-mile route that snakes along a chain of man-made lakes on the Salt River. The lakes include Canyon Lake, Apache Lake and Roosevelt Lake, the latter being the largest of the three.

Following the Apache Trail, AZ 88 passes through Tonto National Forest, Lost Dutchman State Park, Tortilla Flat and Roosevelt Lake. Your drive will end in Apache Junction or Globe, depending on which end you use as a starting point. 



The trail was built at the turn of the last century as a road to get building materials through the Superstition Mountains to the Roosevelt Dam, then under construction.

Although parts of the trail are gravel, you can make the drive in a passenger car. A one-way trip along the trail can take several hours or all day, depending on many times you stop to sightsee.

The drive If you start from the Apache Junction end, take Hwy 60 east (from Phoenix) to Idaho Road, then follow the signs to AZ 88 (Apache Trail).

Besides the towering Superstition Mountains on your right, the first attraction of note is the Goldfield Ghost Town, about 4.5 from Apache Junction.

Built after a gold strike in 1892, Goldfield thrived for five years and was populated with about 400 inhabitants. The town boasted 3 saloons, a boarding house, general store, blacksmith shop, brewery, meat market and a schoolhouse. When the gold ran out the town died a slow painful death.

Today, Goldfield is a tourist attraction. Walk down Main Street, explore the many shops and buildings, tour through the mine, visit the Superstition Mountain/Lost Dutchman Museum, pan for gold, take a narrow gauge train ride or witness an old west gun fight.

At 5.5 miles, you come to the Lost Dutchman State Park. Since the legendary Lost Dutchman Mine has never been rediscovered, the Superstition Mountains draws adventurers seeking lost gold as well as recreational riches.

Situated at the base of the Superstitions, the park is an ideal starting point for exploration of the Superstition Wilderness. Most visitors camp, picnic, or hike interpretive desert trails.

About 15 miles into the Apache Trail, you'll come to the shores of Canyon Lake, one of a series of lakes on the Salt River. Canyon Lake twists for 10 miles through a magnificent gorge. It is one of four formed by damming the Salt River, the course of which runs right through Phoenix, but is dry for most of the year.

Several marinas and one RV site provide some facilities. The land around Canyon Lake is crumbling, distorted rock with steep cliffs and twisting ravines, without much covering vegetation but with several species of desert plants. Various lengthy foot-trails traverse the wilderness, leading to remote springs and canyons.

About two miles past Canyon Lake you come to the "town" of Tortilla Flat ([image: image1]480-984-1776). In 1904 the town began as a stagecoach stop on the Apache trail, the first of two stops between Phoenix and Roosevelt Dam. The town burned to the ground in a 1987 fire.

The rebuilt version features the Superstition Saloon that serves "Old West" Burgers and home-style Chili and Salsa. Walk down the boardwalk past the official U.S. Post Office to the Old Fashioned Ice Cream & Candy Store and try a scoop of the town's famous prickly pear cactus ice cream.

Five miles beyond Tortilla Flat you come to a new rest stop that overlooks some spectacular desert scenery. The road pavement also ends here. For the less adventurous, this is a good spot to turn around and head back to civilization.

For those continuing the journey, the gravel road descends steeply along Fish Creek Hill, part of which is a steep cliff. (A word of caution: Drive slowly and watch for traffic in the opposition direction. Some of the turns are of the hairpin variety, some with room for just one vehicle. Also, it's a good idea to fire up your four-wheel drive if you have it. This part of the road was made for SUVs!)

As you leave Fish Creek Canyon, you'll come to Geronimo Head, one of the trail's most famous landmarks.

Continue on to Apache Lake and enjoy the breathtaking views that overlook Goat Mountain and Four Peaks. Surrounded by the Superstition Wilderness and Three Bar Wildlife Area, Apache Lake sits amid the playground of bighorn sheep, javelina, deer, mountain lion, and eagles.

The 18-mile lake accommodates fishermen, skiers, sailors, speed boaters, windsurfers, swimmers, and lakeside campers. Features at the Marina and Resort include air conditioned rooms and suites with cooking facilities, restaurant, lounge, RV hook ups, boat rentals, tackle and bait shop, gas dock and boat storage.

At this point, about 14 miles from Roosevelt Dam, you'll pick up the paved road again. Continue on to the dam and Roosevelt Lake on AZ 88.

The impressive Theodore Roosevelt Dam was completed in 1911, the year before Arizona became a state. It is one of the major masonry dams in the world. The visitor center, located about a mile and a half east of the dam, features exhibits and videos. 

Roosevelt Lake itself is a beautiful, year-round haven for relaxing and well worth the winding drive along the Apache Trail. The lake is popular with water skiers, fishermen and campers. There's even a full-service marina for power and sailing boats.

Four miles east of Roosevelt Dam and one mile off AZ 88 is Tonto National Monument, an ancient Salado cliff dwelling. The Salado people lived here for about 300 years and abandoned it in the 1400s, according to archaeologists.

The Apache Trail is a fabulous drive at any time of year, but it is especially beautiful in spring and fall.
